December 2006

It is Sunday night and we are experiencing a ctainge in Canberra tonight, but
unfortunately, no rain. We are a little parchedhis part of the world at present so
any rain would be welcome. The kids are all tuckedin bed and Lea and | are
trying to remember all the things we need to getedoefore next weekend... business
as usual really.

2006 has blown past and it is only when | sit ddawnvrite this letter | remember all
the things we managed to fit into it. We have hadonderful year and we are just
about ready for the end-of-year break.

We started the year with a trip to the coast
(about 90mins away). The kids love the
water and the surf so this was always a
popular choice. We stayed at a unit right on
the beach which had a mob of kangaroos
out the front each morning (and most of the
day) to entertain the kids. | have been
loosing hair at a rate of knots but
fortunately | have some creative children
that sorted out that problem!

| returned to work and Lea and the Kkiges
continued up to Taralga for the rodeo. We get
to Lea’s parents farm a few times a year and ifis
always a great time for the kids. The rodeolfis
quite an event and even Simon managed to [pet
into the action... albeit a mechanical bull.

Danielle is also a fan of the farm and quickly fdu
the source of her next wool jumper.




All three children were off to full time school thiyear with Samuel in Grade 4,
Danielle in Grade 2 and Simon going into Kindergart Lea and | had mixed
emotions as the three lined up to cycle off to sthaor the first time — wonderful to
see them becoming independent but sad that we atte ddd enough to have
independent kids!

Samuel had his Football and Scouts again this
year but added triathlon to the mix. His piano
lessons continue at a rapid rate and he is really
getting a lot of ‘dynamics’ into his playing. He i
still trying to get through pieces too fast without
due regard for the quality of his experience (must
get that trait from some distant relative ...) .

The highlight of his Scouting yeal

was leading in a group O

Veterans at the National ANZA(]

Day ceremony. He was ver)

proud to wear his Great Uncles

WW1 Campaign Medal. Considering his relatives dela get quite a collection up
on his right breast if he wore them all... but onersed enough.

Danielle has added gymnastics to her list of things
to do. She has a natural talent for climbing tking
and swinging around so the gym seemed an
appropriate partner. She toddles off twice a week
to swing, flip and bounce and loves every moment.



Danielle really loves the creative side of lifd.she is ever short of something to do
she is cutting, gluing or colouring in. She hastowed with her piano and is playing
some lovely pieces.

Simon has started with football this year and &&t were
very successful. The U6 Super Novas were the foda s
in the age group for 2006 and feared by most ofipodi!
Simon had a knack for breaking away for some great
counter-attack goals. Simon was also very proutost
both sets of Grandparents at a special school ¢seyhas
continued with atheltics and his little group of $JZame
equal first in a team competiton between other ACT
athletic groups.

Lea has had another involved year but she decmgod back to work part time. She
re-enlisted in the RAAF as a Reserve Officer arldgbares two days a week. The
routine works really well except | have to get tkids to school Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. The worst aspect is the school camgerat open those days so |
actually have to be organised enough to get lughesning tea and fruit break ready
for all three. It has been a few months and | alnhave it sorted!

My work continues and is still enjoyable. | mandga trips overseas this year, one
to Bangkok and the second to our main researclnldew York. The second trip
was fasinating seeing all the ‘next’ things to coowt of IBM. | may move into a
new role next year but nothing firm just yet. illshad some involvement with
hockey this year — a little quieter than last year.

From the Canberra Bewicks, we wish all of you a eeful Christmas and a relaxing
New Year.

Andrew, Lea, Samuel, Danielle and Simon



